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HOUSE BI LL 1025

St ate of WAshi ngt on 590th Legislature 2005 Regul ar Sessi on

By Representatives Morris, Upthegrove, Sinpson, N xon, Anderson,
Morrell, Linville, B. Sullivan, Wallace, O nsby and Roberts

Prefiled 1/5/2005. Read first tinme 01/10/2005. Referred to
Commttee on State CGovernnent Operations & Accountability.

AN ACT Relating to voting systens; anending RCW 29A 12.020,
29A.12. 050, 29A.12.060, 29A. 12.070, 29A.12.080, 29A.12.090, 29A 12.101,
29A.12. 110, 29A. 12. 130, 29A. 12. 150, 29A. 44. 320, 29A. 60. 060, and
29A. 04.611; adding new sections to chapter 29A 12 RCW adding new
sections to chapter 29A. 44 RCW adding new sections to chapter 29A 60
RCW adding a new section to chapter 29A 84 RCW creating new sections;
repealing 2004 ¢ 267 s 702; prescribing penalties; providing effective
dates; providing an expiration date; and declaring an energency.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

Sec. 1. RCW 29A.12.020 and 2003 ¢ 111 s 302 are each amended to
read as foll ows:

The secretary of state shall inspect, evaluate, ((and)) publicly
denonstrate, and test all voting systens or conponents of voting
systens related to vote tallying, casting, counting, and storage that
are submtted for review under RCW 29A. 12.030. The secretary of state
shall determ ne whether the voting systenms conform with all of the
requi renments of this title, the applicable rules adopted in accordance
with this title, and with generally accepted safety requirenents. The
secretary of state shall post the report of certification to a publicly
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avai lable electronic nediumand transmt ((a—cepy—of—thereport—oftany
examhatton)) notice of certification under this section, within thirty

days after conpleting the exam nation, to the county auditor of each
county.

This section does not apply to systenms with the sole election-
related function of displaying election results.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. A new section is added to chapter 29A 12 RCW
to read as foll ows:

The manufacturer or distributor of a voting system or conponent of
a voting system nust provide the secretary of state access to the
source code of the voting systemor conponent at the tinme the systemis
submtted for an examnation and anytine followng certification.
Following certification of a voting system or conponent of a voting
system the manufacturer or distributor nust notify the secretary of
state each tinme the source code is nodified, and provide the secretary
of state access to the nodified version. The source code is exenpt
from public disclosure under RCW 42.17.310(1) (h).

Sec. 3. RCW 29A.12.050 and 2003 ¢ 111 s 305 are each anmended to
read as foll ows:

((H)) Only voting systens or devices or vote tallying systens
((are—to)) that have been certified by the secretary of state may be

used for conducting a prinmary or election((—enythoesethat—havethe

used—AnRYy) ). No nodification, change, redesign, or inprovenent nay be
made to any voting system or conponent of a system ((t+hat—dees—not
. . _ effiei | . L : on.
may—be—+ade)) related to vote tallying, casting, counting, and storage,
ot her than hardware replacenent, without notification of the secretary
of state for reexam nation or reapproval by the secretary of state
under ((REW29A-12-020)) section 4 of this act.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 4. A new section is added to chapter 29A 12 RCW
to read as foll ows:

Reexam nati on or reapproval of voting systens under RCW 29A. 12. 050
must be perforned in the foll ow ng manner:
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The nodification nust be reviewed and approved by an appropriate
i ndependent testing authority approved by the federal election
assi stance conmm ssion before subm ssion to the secretary of state for
approval. If, in the opinion of the systemvendor, a nodification nust
be made during the period beginning ten days before an election to
assure proper system operation, an energency exam nation and approval
may be conducted by the secretary of state before a review by an
i ndependent testing authority. During this enmergency exam nation
period, the vendor shall make a witten subm ssion to the secretary of
state for review. The subm ssion nust include:

(1) The purpose and effect of the nodification;

(2) Cear and conplete docunentation of the change including a
description, an affected code, affected systens, and a before and after
depi ction of the change;

(3) A statement fromthe vendor declaring the conpl eteness of the
subm ssion, sworn wunder penalty of perjury and l|loss of system
certification.

The secretary of state nmay review and test the change before
i ssuing or denying an energency approval for use only in the subsequent
el ecti on.

Sec. 5. RCW 29A.12.060 and 2003 ¢ 111 s 306 are each anmended to
read as foll ows:

The county auditor of a county in which voting systens are used is
responsi ble for the preparation, maintenance, and operation of those
systens and during the logic and accuracy test, nust provide witten,
signed verification that the systemand its conponent software, in the
version used, are certified. The auditor may enploy and direct persons
to performsone or all of these functions.

Sec. 6. RCW 29A. 12.070 and 2003 ¢ 111 s 307 are each anmended to
read as foll ows:

An agreenent to purchase or | ease a voting systemor a conponent of
a voting system is subject to that system or conponent passing an
acceptance test as defined in rule by the office of the secretary of
state, conducted by the county auditor as purchaser or |essee,
sufficient to denonstrate that the equipnent is the sanme as that
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certified by the secretary of state and that the equipnent is operating
correctly as delivered to the county.

Sec. 7. RCW 29A.12.080 and 2003 ¢ 111 s 308 are each anmended to
read as foll ows:

No voting device ((shalh)) or its conponent software may be
((approved)) certified by the secretary of state unless it:

(1) Secures to the voter secrecy in the act of voting;

(2) Permts the voter to vote for any person for any office and
upon any neasure that he or she has the right to vote for;

(3) Permts the voter to vote for all the candi dates of one party
or in part for the candi dates of one or nore other parties;

(4) Correctly registers all votes cast for any and all persons and
for or against any and all mneasures;

(5) Provides that a vote for nore than one candi date cannot be cast
by one single operation of the voting device or vote tally system
except when voting for president and vice president of the United
States; ((and))

(6) In the case of a poll site based electronic voting device, as
part of the voting process produces a nachine countable paper record
for each vote at the tinme of voting that nay be reviewed by the voter
before finalizing his or her vote, or provides equivalent security and
accuracy through an alternative nethod for the voter to verify his or
her vote in a technology distinct fromthe poll site based electronic
voting device that is approved by the WAshi ngton voting systens board;

(7) Except for functions or capabilities unique to this state, has
been tested, certified, and used in at |east one other state or
el ection jurisdiction_ and

(8) Except for functions or capabilities unique to this state, has
been tested and approved by the appropriate independent testing
authority approved by the federal election assistance conm ssion or its
statutory successor.

Sec. 8. RCW 29A. 12. 090 and 2003 ¢ 111 s 309 are each anended to
read as fol |l ows:

The bal |l ot ((en—a—st+ngle—votingdevieeshall)) displayed to a voter

may not contain the nanes of candidates for the offices of United
States representative, state senator, state representative, county
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council, or county conm ssioner in nore than one district. ((+a—at+

deviees—))

Sec. 9. RCW 29A.12.101 and 2004 ¢ 271 s 109 are each amended to
read as foll ows:

The secretary of state ((shall)) may not approve a vote tallying
system or system software unless it:

(1) Correctly counts votes on ballots on which the proper nunber of
vot es have been marked for any office or issue;

(2) lgnores votes marked for any office or issue where nore than
the all owabl e nunber of votes have been marked, but correctly counts
the properly voted portions of the ballot;

(3) Accunul ates a count of the specific nunber of ballots tallied
for each precinct, total votes by candidate for each office, and total
votes for and agai nst each issue of the ballot in that precinct;

(4) Produces precinct and cunulative totals in printed form and

(5) Except for functions or capabilities unique to this state, has
been tested, certified, and used in at |east one other state or
el ection jurisdiction.

Sec. 10. RCW 29A.12.110 and 2003 c¢ 111 s 311 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

In preparing a voting device for a primary or election, a record
((shalt)) nust be nade of the ballot format installed in each device
and the precincts or portion of a precinct for which that device has
been prepared. Except where provided by a rule adopted under RCW
((29A04-610)) 29A.04.611, after being prepared for a primary or
el ection, each device ((shalt)) nust be sealed with a uni quely nunbered
seal and provided to the inspector of the appropriate polling place.

Sec. 11. RCW 29A. 12. 130 and 2003 ¢ 111 s 313 are each anended to
read as foll ows:
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At | east three days before each state primary or general election,
the office of the secretary of state shall provide for the conduct of
tests of the programm ng for each vote tallying systemto be used at
that primary or general election. The test nust verify that the system
will correctly count the vote cast for all candidates and on all
measures appearing on the ballot at that primary or general election.
The test ((shalt)) nust verify the capability of the vote tallying
systemto performall of the functions that can reasonably be expected
to occur during conduct of that particular primary or election. |If any
error is detected, the cause ((shalt)) nust be determned and
corrected, and an errorless total ((shal)) nust be produced before the
primary or el ection.

Such tests ((shalt)) nust be observed by at | east one
representative fromeach major political party, if representatives have
been appointed by the respective major political parties and are
present at the test, and ((shalt)) nust be open to candidates, the
press, and the public. The county auditor and any political party
observers shall certify that the test has been conducted in accordance
wth this section. The county auditor nust provide signed, witten
verification that the version of the voting system and software used
are state certified. Copies of this verification and the test
certification ((shatH)) nust be retained by the secretary of state and
the county auditor. Al programmng materials, test results, and test
ballots ((shalt)) nust be securely ((sealed)) stored until the day of
the primary or general election. Al ballot counting equipnent nust be
sealed, kept in a secure location, and protected against unauthorized
access until election day.

Sec. 12. RCW 29A. 12. 150 and 2003 ¢ 111 s 315 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

(1) No voting device or machine may be used ((+Hr—a——ecounty—wth—a
pepulatien—ef—seventy—thousand—oer—mpre)) to conduct a primary or

general or special election in this state unless it correctly records
on a separate ballot the votes cast by each elector for any person and
for or against any neasure and such separate ballots are avail able for
audit purposes after such a primary or election. After January 1,
2007, no voting device or machine may be used to conduct a primary or
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general or special election that uses punched holes to record the
voter's choi ces.

(2) The secretary of state shall not certify under this title any
voting device or machine for use in conducting a primry or general or
special election in this state unless the device or machine correctly
records on a separate ballot the votes cast by each elector for any
person and for or against any neasure and such separate ballots are
avai l able for audit purposes after such a primary or el ection. The
secretary of state may not certify under this title any voting device
or machine for use in conducting a primary or general or special
el ection that uses punched holes to record the voter's choices.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 13. A new section is added to chapter 29A 12
RCWto read as foll ows:

The secretary of state may withdraw the certification of any voting
system hardware, software, or system conponent for cause. Bef ore
withdrawing a certification the secretary of state shall conduct a
public hearing intended to docunent and allow input from affected
system users and vendors before rendering a decision. The secretary of
state shall post the report of wthdrawal of certification to a
publicly avail able el ectronic nmediumand transmt notice of w thdrawal
of certification under this section to each county auditor within five
days after conpleting the exam nation.

Sec. 14. RCW 29A 44.320 and 2003 ¢ 111 s 1130 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

VWhenever poll ((-))site ballot counting devices or poll site based
el ectronic voting devices are used, the devices may either be included
with the supplies required in RCW 29A. 44. 110 or they may be delivered
to the polling place separately. ((AH)) Each poll((-))site ballot
counting device((s)) and poll site based electronic voting device nust
be physically sealed with a uni que nunbered seal at the tinme of fina
preparation and logic and accuracy testing. The seal nust secure
agai nst unaut horized access. A log nust be made of all seal nunbers
and devi ce nunbers used.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 15. A new section is added to chapter 29A 44
RCWto read as foll ows:
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Before each state primary or general election |ogic and accuracy
testing of poll site based systens or electronic voting devices nust be
performed by the county under the observation of the office of the
secretary of state during the process of final preparation before
system distribution to each poll site. For all other elections the
| ogi ¢ and accuracy test nust be perfornmed by the county auditor before
system distribution. As each ballot counter or electronic voting
systemis programred and set up for distribution a |ogic and accuracy
test nust be perforned. These tests nust establish that each systemis
functioning within system standards. All ballot styles progranmed for
each machi ne nust be processed by each nmachine in order to ensure that
the machine is correctly counting and accunulating votes for every
of fice. After all tests are perfornmed and the nmachine is ready for
di stribution, the machi ne nust be sealed and the seal nunber recorded.
The procedure described in this section wll serve as the official
| ogi ¢ and accuracy test of these devices.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 16. A new section is added to chapter 29A 44
RCWto read as foll ows:

A log nust be created during the testing of poll site based ball ot
counters and el ectronic voting devices. The log nust record the tinme
and place of each test, the precinct nunmber, seal nunber, and nachi ne
nunber of each ballot counter or voting device, and the initials of
each person testing and observing the test for each machine. This |og
must be included in the official logic and accuracy test materials.
The processes described in section 15 of this act nust be open to
observation and subject to all notices and observers under rules
adopted by the secretary of state.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 17. A new section is added to chapter 29A 44
RCWto read as foll ows:

(1) The secretary of state shall enpanel a task force of el ections
and conputer security experts to be known as the "Washington Voting
Systens Board" to study and determ ne the potential for election fraud
as follows:

(a) At least five county auditors, or their designees, with five
years or nore of elections experience chosen by the Wshington
Associ ation of County Auditors;

HB 1025 p. 8
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(b) At least two information technology professionals with five
years or nore experience in enterprise class conputing systens chosen
from a list provided by the director of the state departnent of
i nformati on services;

(c) The director of the state departnent of information services or
a desi gnee;

(d) Arepresentative of the Washington disability access group;

(e) The state director of elections or a designee;

(f) The secretary of state, or a designee, who shall chair the task
force;

(g) A nenber of each of the four caucuses of the state |egislature;

(h) A statistician provided by one of the four-year universities in
the state of WAshi ngton.

(2) The secretary of state shall provide reports to the |legislature
before the beginning of the 2006 and 2007 |legislative sessions
detailing:

(a) The progress of the federal election assistance commi ssion in
devel opi ng standards for the testing, certification, decertification,
and recertification of voting system hardware and software, including
el ectronic voting systens;

(b) The progress of the federal election assistance commi ssion in
conducting a thorough study of the issues and chall enges, specifically
to include the potential for election fraud,

(c) The findings of the secretary of state and the Washington
voting systens board on the conparative security of various voting
systens technologies, including alternate but secure and accurate
met hods for a voter using a poll site based electronic voting device to
verify his or her vote in a technology distinct from the poll site
based el ectronic voting devi ce;

(d) The findings of the secretary of state as to any potential or
known risks of voting fraud, or actual instance of voting fraud during
t he previous year;

(e) Alist of the voting systemtechnol ogies certified for use in
this state.

(3) Subsection (2) of this section expires July 1, 2007.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 18. A new section is added to chapter 29A 44
RCWto read as foll ows:
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(1) If a poll site based electronic voting device produces an
i ndi vi dual paper record at the tinme of voting, the device nust allow
t he paper record to be reviewed by the voter before finalizing his or
her vote. The paper record nust be machine readable for purposes of
counting the votes cast using a technology distinct fromthe poll site
based el ectronic voting device. |If the device is programmed to display
the ballot in nultiple |anguages, the paper record produced nust be
printed in the | anguage used by each voter. The device nust allow the
voter the option of spoiling the paper record and repeating the voting
process if, after exam ning the paper record but before finalizing and
casting his or her vote, the voter determ nes that the record does not
reflect his or her vote. The spoiled record nust either be destroyed
or marked in order to clearly identify the record as spoil ed. Paper
records may not be renoved fromthe polling place.

(2) If a poll site based electronic voting device provides an
alternative nethod for the voter to verify his or her vote, the
alternative nethod nmust maintain privacy in the act of voting while
allowng a voter to verify that his or her votes were cast and recorded
as intended, in a technology separate and distinct fromthe poll site
based el ectronic voting device. The alternative nethod nust allow the
voter an opportunity to repeat the voting process if the voter
determ nes that the verification process does not reflect his or her
vot e. The secretary of state shall notify the appropriate standing
commttees of the legislature if the secretary certifies an alternative
met hod for voters to verify votes cast on a poll site based electronic
voti ng devi ce.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 19. A new section is added to chapter 29A 44
RCWto read as foll ows:

Any paper records produced by poll site based electronic voting
devices are subject to all of the requirenents of this chapter and
chapter 29A. 60 RCW for ballot handling, preservation, reconciliation,
transit to the counting center, and storage. The paper records nust be
preserved in the sane manner and for the sanme period of tine as
bal | ot s.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 20. A new section is added to chapter 29A 44
RCWto read as foll ows:

HB 1025 p. 10



© 00 N O Ol WDN P

e
N R O

13
14
15
16
17
18

19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31
32
33

34
35

The el ectronic record produced and counted by poll site electronic
voting devices is the official record of each vote for election
pur poses. However, any paper records produced under section 18 of this
act nust be stored and used as the official record of each vote for
el ection purposes in the follow ng specified circunstances only:

(1) In the event of a mandatory manual recount of votes under RCW
29A. 64. 021;

(2) In the event of a requested recount under RCW 29A 64.011;

(3) By order of the county canvassi ng board;

(4) By order of the superior court of a county; or

(5) For use in the four percent random audit of results required by
section 25 of this act.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 21. A new section is added to chapter 29A 44
RCWto read as foll ows:

A voter voting on a poll site based electronic voting system nmay
not | eave the device during the voting process except to verify his or
her ballot, or to request assistance from the precinct election
officers, until the voting process is conpleted.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 22. A new section is added to chapter 29A. 60
RCWto read as foll ows:

Bal | ot counting systens  nust be secured physically and
el ectroni cally against unauthorized access. Bal | ot counting systens
must not be connected to, or operated on, any electronic network
including internal office networks, the Internet, or the Wrld Wde
Web. No wirel ess comruni cati ons or unauthorized devices or software
may be used in any way in a voting system A network may be used as an
internal, integral part of the ballot counting system but that network
must not be connected to any other network, the Internet, or the Wrld
Wde Web. All elenments of the ballot counting system nust be
observabl e and secured. Transfer of information from the ball ot
counting systemto another system for network connection or broadcast
must be made via di sk, tape, or other physical neans of commrunication
other than direct electronic connection.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 23. A new section is added to chapter 29A. 60
RCWto read as foll ows:
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Before the first ballot counting session in each election, a report
must be produced denonstrating that the system contains no vote data
bef ore commencenent of counting ballots. At the conpletion of each
bal | ot counting session, the ballot counting system nust produce a
report of the results conpiled that includes date and tine information.
Bef ore comrenci ng any additional ballot counting session, a report of
the results contained in the systemnust be produced that includes date
and tinme information. This report nust be conpared with the report
produced at the end of the previous ballot counting session to ensure
t hat no changes have been nmade to the vote data in the interimperiod.
This conparison nust be performed in the presence of political party
observers if representatives have been appointed by their respective
political parties and are present at the tine of conparison. Thi s
procedure nust be enpl oyed for subsequent counting sessions. Nothing
in this section precludes the county auditor from zeroing individua
devi ces in subsequent counting sessions if a report is created after
each session and before the next, with the results being nmerged into
the total.

Sec. 24. RCW 29A. 60.060 and 2003 ¢ 111 s 1506 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

After the close of the polls, counties enploying poll((-))site
bal | ot counting devices or a renpte counting location rmay
tel ephonically or electronically transmt the accunulated tally for
each device to a central reporting |ocation. Before making a
tel ephonic or electronic transmssion the precinct election officer
must create a printed record of the results of the election for that

poll site. During the canvassing period the results transmtted
tel ephonically or electronically nust be considered unofficial until a
conplete reconciliation of the results has been perforned. Thi s

reconciliation my be acconplished by a direct |oading of the results
fromthe nmenory pack into the central accunul ator, or a conparison of
the report produced at the poll site on election night with the results
received by the central accumul ating device. The device or devices
used to receive the transm ssion nmay not be directly connected to the
voting system Transfer of the information received nust be nade via
di sk, tape, or other physical neans of comrunication other than direct
el ectroni c connecti on.

HB 1025 p. 12
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NEW SECTION. Sec. 25. A new section is added to chapter 29A 60
RCWto read as foll ows:

Before the close of business on the day after election day, the
county auditor shall conduct an audit of results of votes cast on the
poll site based electronic voting devices used in the county. Thi s
audit nust be conducted by randomy sel ecting four percent of the pol
site based electronic voting devices, and conparing the results
recorded by each device with those recorded on either the paper records
or alternative voter-verified technology for three randomy selected
races or issues on each device. This audit procedure nust be subject
to observation by political party representatives if representatives
have been appointed and are present at the tinme of the audit.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 26. A new section is added to chapter 29A 84
RCWto read as foll ows:

Anyone who renoves a paper record or alternative voter-verified
t echnol ogy produced by a poll site based electronic voting device from
a polling place wthout authorization is guilty of a class C felony
puni shabl e under RCW 9A. 20. 021.

Sec. 27. RCW 29A.04.611 and 2004 c 271 s 151 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

The secretary of state as chief election officer shall nake
reasonabl e rules in accordance with chapter 34.05 RCW not inconsi stent
with the federal and state election laws to effectuate any provision of
this title and to facilitate the execution of its provisions in an
orderly, tinely, and uniform manner relating to any federal, state
county, city, town, and district elections. To that end the secretary
shall assist local election officers by devising uniform fornms and
pr ocedur es.

In addition to the rule-making authority granted otherwi se by this
section, the secretary of state shall nake rules governing the
foll ow ng provisions:

(1) The mai ntenance of voter registration records;

(2) The preparation, maintenance, distribution, review, and filing
of precinct maps;

(3) Standards for the design, l|ayout, and production of ballots;
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(4) The examination and testing of voting systens for
certification;

(5) The source and scope of independent evaluations of voting
systens that nmay be relied upon in certifying voting systens for use in
this state;

(6) Standards and procedures for the acceptance testing of voting
systens by counti es;

(7) Standards and procedures for testing the programm ng of vote
tallying software for specific primaries and el ections;

(8) Standards and procedures for the preparation and use of each
type of certified voting systemincluding procedures for the operation
of counting centers where vote tallying systens are used;

(9) Standards and procedures to ensure the accurate tabul ation and
canvassi ng of ballots;

(10) Consistency anong the counties of the state in the preparation
of ballots, the operation of vote tallying systens, and the canvassing
of primaries and el ections;

(11) Procedures to ensure the secrecy of a voter's ballot when a
smal | nunber of ballots are counted at the polls or at a counting
center;

(12) The use of substitute devices or neans of voting when a voting
device at the polling place is found to be defective, the counting of
votes cast on the defective device, the counting of votes cast on the
substitute device, and the docunentation that nust be submtted to the
county auditor regarding such circunstances;

(13) Procedures for the transportation of sealed containers of
voted ballots or seal ed voting devices;

(14) The acceptance and filing of docunents via electronic
facsiml e;

(15) Voter registration applications and records;

(16) The use of voter registration information in the conduct of
el ecti ons;

(17) The coordination, del i very, and processing of voter
registration records accepted by driver licensing agents or the
departnent of |icensing;

(18) The coordination, del i very, and processing of voter
registration records accepted by agenci es designated by the governor to
provi de voter registration services;
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(19) Procedures to receive and distribute voter registration
applications by mail;

(20) Procedures for a voter to change his or her voter registration
address within a county by tel ephone;

(21) Procedures for a voter to change the nane under which he or
she is registered to vote;

(22) Procedures for canceling dual voter registration records and
for maintaining records of persons whose voter registrations have been
cancel ed;

(23) Procedures for the electronic transfer of voter registration
records between county auditors and the office of the secretary of
st at e;

(24) Procedures and forns for declarations of candi dacy;

(25) Procedures and requirenents for the acceptance and filing of
decl arations of candi dacy by el ectronic neans;

(26) Procedures for the circunstance in which two or nore
candi dates have a nane simlar in sound or spelling so as to cause
confusion for the voter;

(27) Filing for office;

(28) The order of positions and offices on a ballot;

(29) Sanple ballots;

(30) I ndependent eval uations of voting systens;

(31) The testing, approval, and certification of voting systens;

(32) The testing of vote tallying software progranm ng;

(33) Standards and procedures to prevent fraud and to facilitate
the accurate processing and canvassing of absentee ballots and mail
bal | ot s;

(34) Standards and procedures to guarantee the secrecy of absentee
ballots and mail ballots;

(35) Uniformty anong the counties of the state in the conduct of
absentee voting and nmail ballot elections;

(36) Standards and procedures to accompdate out-of-state voters,
overseas voters, and service voters;

(37) The tabul ati on of paper ballots before the close of the polls;

(38) The accessibility of polling places and registration
facilities that are accessible to elderly and di sabl ed persons;

(39) The aggregation of precinct results if reporting the results
of a single precinct could jeopardi ze the secrecy of a person's ballot;
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(40) Procedures for conducting a statutory recount;

(41) Procedures for filling vacancies in congressional offices if
the general statutory tine requirenents for availability of absentee
bal l ots, certification, canvassing, and related procedures cannot be
net ;

(42) Procedures for the statistical sanpling of signatures for
purposes of verifying and canvassing signhatures on initiative,
referendum and recall election petitions;

(43) Standards and deadlines for submtting material to the office
of the secretary of state for the voters' panphlet;

(44) Deadlines for the filing of ballot titles for referendumbills
and constitutional anendnents if none have been provided by the
| egi sl ature;

(45) Procedures for the publication of a state voters' panphlet;

(46) Procedures for conducting special elections regarding nucl ear
waste sites if the general statutory tinme requirenments for availability
of absentee ballots, certification, canvassing, and rel ated procedures
cannot be net;

(47) Procedures for conducting partisan prinmary el ections;

(48) Standards and procedures for the proper conduct of voting
during the early voting period to provide accessability for the blind
or visually inpaired;

(49) Standards for voting technology and systens used by the state
or any political subdivision to be accessible for individuals wth
disabilities, including nonvisual accessibility for the blind and
visually inpaired, in a manner that provides the sanme opportunity for
access and participation, including privacy and i ndependence, as other
vot ers;

(50) Al data formats for transferring voter registration data on
el ectronic or machi ne-readabl e nmedia for the purpose of adm nistering
the statewi de voter registration list required by the Help Arerica Vote
Act (P.L. 107-252);

(51) Defining the interaction of electronic voter registration
el ecti on managenent systens enpl oyed by each county auditor to maintain
a local copy of each county's portion of the official state l|ist of
regi stered voters;

(52) Provisions and procedures to inplenment the state-based
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adm ni strative conplaint procedure as required by the Help Anerica Vote
Act (P.L. 107-252); ((and))

(53) Facilitating the paynment of |ocal governnent grants to | ocal
governnment el ection officers or vendors; and

(54) Procedures for the use of poll site based electronic voting
devi ces, paper records, and alternative voter-verified technol ogy.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 28. (1) Al voting system and voting device
purchases nmade after July 1, 2005, are subject to the requirenents of
this act. Al existing voting system and voting device approval and
certifications for electronic voting systenms and devices are in effect
until January 1, 2007.

(2) The secretary of state, in consultation with the information
services board, shall establish procedures for the procurenent of
certified voting systens through master contracts. County auditors,
usi ng fundi ng di sbursed through the el ection account established in the
state treasury by section 1, chapter 48, Laws of 2003, for the
procurenent of voting systens, nust consider the wuse of nmaster
contracts approved by the secretary of state.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 29. Nothing in this act prevents the state of
Washi ngton, its counties, or its voters from participating in the
Secure Electronic Registration and Voting Experinment (SERVE) as
aut horized by PL 107-107, Title 16, section 1604 and chapter 17, Laws
of 2003 1st sp. sess. including system certification, voter
regi stration, and voting.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 30. 2004 c 267 s 702 is repeal ed.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 31. This act is necessary for the immediate
preservation of the public peace, health, or safety, or support of the
state governnent and its existing public institutions, and takes effect
July 1, 2005, except for sections 18 through 21, 25, and 26 of this act
whi ch take effect January 1, 2007.

~-- END ---
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